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How do material conditions affect the subjective well-being of Latin American children in 

Brazil and Chile? 
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Abstract 

 
Thematic importance: the submission corresponds to a study of children's subjective well-being 

from the Latin American countries of Brazil and Chile and their association with their material 

conditions. It is located within the theme of Child-focused indicators of social trends, policies, and 

child well-being, in the sub-theme of subjective well-being. 

 

Introduction and objectives: The study of children's subjective well-being has gained relevance in 

recent years and has allowed us to have evidence from the children's self-report measures.. The 

international study of Children's Worlds has collected data associated with the well-being of 

children in more than 30 countries, facilitating the analysis and understanding of this vital stage and 

factors related to their quality of life. This presentation aims to analyze the relationships between 

material conditions and children's subjective well-being from Chile and Brazil, which correspond to 

the only two Latin American countries that participated in the third wave of this international study. 

The relationship between poverty and subjective well-being has been poorly researched in 

childhood and adolescence, and evidence suggests that income measures affect the subjective well-

being of adults and children differently. Considering this complexity, it has been recommended that 

measures of material conditions would be a better predictor of children's subjective well-being than 
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income-based measures. The interest of this study was to know the relationship between material 

conditions and their effect on the different areas of children's interpersonal relationships. In turn, the 

relationships between material conditions and subjective well-being according to the gender and 

country of the children were also analyzed. 

 

Method: The sample was composed of 3716 boys and girls (50.5% girls) between 10 and 12 years 

(M = 11.4 years), where 1787 children lived in Brazil (48.1%) and 1929 (51.6%) in Chile. The 

study included some of the instruments used in the Children's Worlds international study. For the 

study of the material conditions of the children, an analysis of latent classes was carried out. 

Subsequently, the effect of material conditions on children's subjective well-being and interpersonal 

relationships was analyzed through a multivariate analysis of covariance.   

 

Results: The results showed that, although the mean scores on the subjective well-being of the 

children were high, the class analysis showed significant differences between the results of children 
with better material conditions than those with lower material conditions, with the latter presenting 

lower levels of subjective well-being. It was observed that children who have access to better 

material conditions showed significantly higher levels of subjective well-being and a more positive 

view of their interpersonal relationships in all areas evaluated than those who reported lower 

material conditions. 

 

Conclusions and implications: The results are discussed considering the high rates of material 

deprivation in childhood in Latin America and how these findings can contribute to the 

understanding of the subjective well-being of children living in Latin American countries. 

 


